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1. Education population and language of instruction

In December 2007, 43 % of the entire population was between 0 and 29 years of age.

In the school year 2007/08, 43841 pupils attended compulsory education, i.e. primary and lower
secondary education.

The language of instruction is Icelandic.

2. Administrative control and extent of public-sector funded
education

In December 2007, 61287pupils attended pre-primary and compulsory education and 43675 students
attended upper secondary and higher education, i.e. 15 % of the entire population. Education in Iceland
has traditionally been organised within the public sector, and there are few private institutions in the
school system. All private schools receive public funding. Private schools are schools not administered by
local municipalities or state. The schools are funded in part by charging tuition. Admission to the private
schools is decided by the school board and the management staff.

The Icelandic parliament is legally and politically responsible for the educational system, and determines
its basic objectives and administrative framework. All education is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Education, Science and Culture.The educational system has to a large extent been decentralised, both
with regard to responsibilities and decision-making. This reflects a general trend in Icelandic society. Local
municipalities are responsible for the operation of pre-primary, primary and lower secondary schools. On
the other hand, the state operates most upper secondary schools and higher education

institutions. There is no national inspectorate. The Ministry of Education, Science and

Culture is responsible for eluation and supervision of education at all educational levels.



3. Pre-primary education

Pre-primary schools (Leikskdli) are defined by law as the first level of the educational system, providing
education for children who have not reached six years of age, at which point compulsory education
begins. All parents pay fees for their children to attend pre-primary school. The parental contribution
covers roughly 30 % of the operating costs of publicly-run pre-primary schools. The fees in privately-run
pre-primary schools are usually around 10-20 % higher than in the public ones.

In 2007, the attendance in pre-primary school was, 48 % for pupils aged 0-2, 94,5 % for pupils aged 3-5
and 66,5 % for pupils aged 0-5.

4. Compulsory education

() Phases

Grunnskdlar (primary and lower secondary education) 6-16 years of age

Compulsory education is organised in a single structure system, i.e. primary and lower secondary
education form a part of the same school level, and generally take place in the same school.

(i) Admissions criteria

Compulsory education is free of charge. There are no entrance requirements at this school level, and
children are accepted at the age of six. The enrolment rate is 100 %. As a rule children enrol in the school
closest to their residence. In municipalities where there is more than one compulsory school, parents may
request that their children be allowed to attend a school that is not in the catchment-area where they
live.

(i) Length of school day/week/year

The school year lasts for nine months, beginning between approx. 21 August and 1 September and
ending between approx. 31 May and 10 June. Under the Compulsory Schools Act, the minimum number
of school days per year is 180. Schools operate five days a week, and pupils attend between 30 and 37
(40-minute) lessons, increasing with age. The minimum annual number of teaching hours is 720 (for
children aged 7), 840 (for those aged 10) and 888 at lower-secondary level.

(iv) Class size/student grouping

The Compulsory Schools Act of 2008 does not contain any provision concerning the maximum number of
pupils within a single class. Pupils are grouped into classes by age from grade one to ten. Classes at
primary level usually have one teacher for all subjects; lower- secondary-level pupils generally have
separate subject teachers.

(v) Curriculum control and content

The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture supervises the curriculum and publishes the National
Curriculum Guidelines (NCG). Core subjects include Icelandic and mathematics. Other compulsory
subjects are: Arts and crafts, modern languages, social and religious studies, physical education, natural
sciences, ICT, home economics and life skills. Teachers choose their own teaching methods.

Pupils are provided with teaching materials free of charge. A public institution, The National Centre for
Educational Materials, is responsible for providing all children in compulsory schools with teaching
materials and receives budget appropriation for this purpose. It is relatively expensive for a small nation to
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publish satisfactory teaching materials in its own language. For this reason there is no possibility of a
choice from a variety of different textbooks for all subjects but the variety of teaching material has
increased in recent years, for example audio-visual material and computer and multi-media programmes.
Individual schools and teachers may choose which materials they use when alternatives are available.

(vi) Assessment, progression and qualifications

There is no selection or streaming by ability in compulsory education, and children automatically move
up from one grade to the next according to age.

Examinations and other forms of assessment, usually written, are carried out by individual teachers and
schools. Assessment is therefore not standardised between different schools and teachers. The way in
which the reports on pupils' progress are written varies greatly: the assessment can be in the form of a
number, a letter or a description either oral or written. Reports are given at regular intervals throughout
the school year and at the end of each year. The purpose of assessment by the school and the teacher is
above all to help improve learning and teaching and to provide both the parents and the children with
information on how their studies are progressing.

Nationally co-ordinated examinations samreemd kénnunarprdf are given every year in the core subjects,

Icelandic and mathematics, in grades 4 and 7.

According to the new Compulsory School Act from 2008, there will be, from the autumn 2009, obligatory
nationally co-ordinated examinations (samraemd kdnnunarprdf) in Icelandic, mathematics and English in
the last year of the compulsory education, i.e. grade ten. The examinations will be held in the beginning
of the last year of compulsory education and will no longer serve as an admission requirement to a
specific branch at the upper secondary level.

These examinations are organised, composed and marked by The Educational Testing Institute. Marks
ranging from one to ten are given based on referenced criteria. The purpose of the examinations in grade
10 is primarily to indicate the pupil's standing at the completion of his compulsory education and to assist
him in choosing a course of upper secondary study. At the end of compulsory schooling all pupils get a
certificate stating their marks on both the nationally co-ordinated examinations and all other courses
completed in their final year at school.

5. Post-compulsory education/upper secondary and post-secondary level

() Types of education

Upper secondary general education Generally from 16 years of
Menntaskdlar age to 20 years of age
Fjdlbrautaskdlar

Vocational or specialized upper secondary education Generally from 16 years of

Idnskolar (vocational schools) age to 20 years of age

Sérskolar (specialized vocational schools)

Fjdlbrautaskdlar

General academic education is primarily organised as a four-year course leading to a matriculation
examination. The length of the courses in vocational education varies, lasting from one semester to ten,
but most prevalent are four-year courses.
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