ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIPS

for the academic year 2009-2010
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Scholarships in Icelandic for Foreign Students
available from

the Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture

The Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture awards annually a number of scholarships for studies in Icelandic for Foreign Students at the University of Iceland, Reykjavík.  Approximately 20 scholarships are available for the period from September 1st 2009 to April 30th 2010.

The scholarships are intended for students of language and literature.  Students with some prior knowledge of Icelandic or other Nordic language will be given priority. 
Icelandic for Foreign Students comprises two main sections: a language component, where students receive instruction and training in writing, speaking and understanding modern Icelandic, and a cultural component with emphasis on the language, literature and history of Iceland. In this latter component, students will read both Norse and modern Icelandic literature and attend lectures on ancient and modern history as well as study the morphology, syntax and phonetics of modern Icelandic.
Nationals of the following countries are eligible:

	· Austria

· Bulgaria

· Canada

· China

· Croatia

· Czech Republic

· Denmark

· Estonia

· Faeroe Islands
	· Finland

· France

· Germany

· Holland

· Hungary

· Italy

· Japan

· Latvia

· Lithuania 
	· Norway

· Poland

· Russia

· Slovakia

· Spain

· Sweden

· Switzerland
· United Kingdom

· United States of America


The scholarship authorities of each co-operating country are invited to present up to 2 candidates. All applications must have been evaluated by the home country scholarship authorities and forwarded to the Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture.

A special committee in Iceland will decide on the outcome of the applications and its evaluation will be announced to the candidates by June 2009.

The Scholarship

The scholarship covers registration fees and a monthly allowance. For the academic year 2009/2010 the grant will amount to ISK 95.000 per month, payable at the beginning of each month, September to April. The scholarship is calculated to cover board and lodging of one person for the period of study, 
i.e. from September 1st to April 30th. An accommodation for the grantees will be available in one of the University dormitories. For the academic year 2008/2009 the rent for a dormitory room was approximately ISK 35.000 – 41.000 per month. The Ministry issues a special identification card to the grantees, which entitles them to free admission to concerts of the National Symphony Orchestra. 

Icelandic for Foreign Students, at the University of Iceland, School of Humanities
Icelandic for Foreign Students is divided into two separate programmes: B.A.-programme and practical language programme.
Information on the current programmes of study and examination procedures are available at the University’s website (the programme may be subject to changes): 
http://www.hi.is/en/school_of_humanities_departments/faculty_of_icelandic_and_comparative_cultural_studies/icelandic_for_foreign_students/studies

As a rule, foreign students holding the Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture scholarship are expected to follow the programme in line with their previous knowledge of Icelandic, whether they intend to complete the BA-degree or not. 
The first-year programme in Icelandic for Foreign Students is designed for students with little prior knowledge in the language. The candidates must have a working knowledge of English, since the course is taught in English in the beginning of the first year, but from then on all teaching is conducted in Icelandic.
Students that attend this first year programme in autumn are required to pass exams at the end of the term. The student must pass these exams to be able to continue their studies for the spring term of the programme and it is expected that students pursue their studies diligently to the end of spring term.
Students with considerable prior knowledge of Icelandic may move directly into the second year by passing examinations (admission tests) held in August. 

Nomination of Candidates

The scholarship authorities of each co-operating country are invited to present up to 2 candidates. All applications must have been evaluated by the home country scholarship authorities and forwarded to the Icelandic Ministry of Education, Science and Culture. The nomination deadline is April 1st 2009. Preference will, as a rule, be given to a candidate under 35 years of age. 

If a scholarship recipient wishes to extend the scholarship for an additional year he/she has to apply through his/her home country scholarship authorities, that will forward their recommendation to the Ministry. No one will be granted a scholarship for more than three times.

It is important that grant recipients arrive timely in Iceland. The autumn term begins in the first days of September. An introductory session with new students will be held before the beginning of the academic year where the organisation and requirements for the study programme will be presented. A special introductory session for those who want to take the admission tests will be held at the end of August.
