Meeting of Ministers of Education and Science

of the Arctic Council Member States

Reykjavík, 9 June 2004

Declaration

(1) Ministers of Education and Science and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States met on 9 June 2004 in Reykjavík, Iceland to discuss strengthened cooperation among the Arctic Council Member States in the areas of education and research.  

(2) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States were of the view that the particular conditions that prevail in the Arctic region give rise to special requirements in the fields of education and science. The vast geographic scope of the Arctic, dispersed populations, long-distance transport and communications, as well as a demanding climate, require in many instances programs in education, science, technology and innovation to be designed to meet those specific challenges.   

(3) At the same time, the Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States recognized that the Arctic region is possessed of a wealth of human and natural resources. The Arctic is home to many thriving communities and cultural traditions of great diversity. 

(4) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States observed that the livelihood of many residents of the Arctic region is closely linked to nature. They noted that the indigenous communities of the region have for generations sustained themselves within their local environment and maintained cultural identities through their application of traditional knowledge in harmony with their environment. 

 (5) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States also noted that living conditions in the Arctic have undergone rapid changes in the past century. Today, the Arctic region is facing new challenges. The impact of new technologies on communications, transport and resource exploitation is already far reaching, and global climate change is likely to further transform living conditions in the Arctic, its living resources and the natural environment. The Arctic is expected to become a region of steadily increasing economic activity in the years to come. 

(6) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States reaffirmed that education and research are essential tools in building capacity in Arctic communities to deal with environmental, economic and social challenges. They emphasized that young people of the Arctic must have access to high quality education. International science cooperation is an important vehicle for connecting scientists and scholars and for promoting the exchange of technology and experience in sustainable management of resources needed to foster the development of socio-economic systems appropriate to Arctic conditions. 

(7) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States noted that the Arctic Council provides an appropriate framework for cooperation on sustainable development in the circumpolar region.

(8) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States welcomed the several ongoing capacity-building efforts undertaken by the Arctic Council, including, among other things, the Arctic Human Development Report, the Survey of Living Conditions in Arctic, the exploration of ways for increased use of and access to information and communication technology in the Arctic. They also recalled the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2014 and noted the efforts by the Nordic Council of Ministers to renew its strategy on sustainable development.

(9) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States also applauded the efforts of the University of the Arctic to raise awareness and to improve understanding of the natural and cultural circumstances of the Arctic through its different education programs. 

(10) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States welcomed the role of the Northern Research Forum in promoting dialogue among members of the research community and a wide range of other stakeholders in the Arctic.

(11) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States expressed their appreciation for the regular contribution of Arctic Science Summit Week, sponsored annually by IASC and the host country concerned, to the promotion of Arctic research. They also decided to make full use of the opportunities offered by the International Polar Year in 2007 – 2008, in an effort to foster joint education and research including in the area of social and economic development, as they pertain to sustainable development. 
(12) On this basis and with a view to the existing national and regional programs to strengthen education and science cooperation in the different parts of the Arctic region, the Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States decided to further explore possibilities for increased cooperation in the field of education and science in the Arctic. They agreed, in this effort, to focus attention on existing education institutions and research organizations and identified, in particular, the following priority areas:

a. Supporting intensified international research-cooperation in the Arctic region to better understand the ongoing environmental changes and meet new challenges and opportunities for sustainable development in the region. 

b. Encouraging cooperation in higher education and research training among Arctic Council member states and increase mobility among researchers and students;

c. Involving young researchers of indigenous origin in national and international research and scientific exchange programs;

d. Promoting linkages at various levels of government and the private sector;

e. Exchanging policy experiences on measures to promote socio-economic innovation and sustainable development;

f. Encouraging programs that promote linkages between education and research activities, including exchanges and internships;

g. Improving awareness of the Arctic region's cultural diversity and the contribution of indigenous knowledge and culture to the sustainable development of the Arctic. 

h. Supporting efforts to strengthen education in indigenous communities, including education in indigenous languages. 

(13) Ministers and other representatives from the Arctic Council Member States decided to further explore possibilities for strengthening their cooperation, including the scheduling of future working group and Ministerial meetings. The Ministers thanked the Government of Iceland for its hospitality and for hosting this first meeting of Education and Science Ministers of the Arctic Council Member States.
